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PREHISTORIC TRAILS OF
THE PICACHO BASIN IN THE COLORADO DESERT, IMPERIAL COUNTY,CALIFORNIA


By STEPHEN BRYNE





Prehistoric trails are part of the
cultural landscape of the Picacho Basin in the Colorado Desert of southeastern
California. These trails provide a lasting testament to prehistoric life ways.
Since the early twentieth century, scores of trails have been documented in
this region. The trails, which vary from short segments to over 200 mi. in
length, were used to access resource collections areas, to conduct trade and warfare,
and as ritual routes to sacred sites. A number of trails were recorded in 2010
during surveys for proposed military aircraft landing sites. Observations
regarding these trails, and their significance, are discussed.









“The entire west was crisscrossed by prehistoric trails. In
California, these trails linked all areas: north, south, east, and west
(Campbell 1999:42). Not only were local trails utilized, but super-pathways traversed
and bisected the region and reached trails far beyond, leading to what would
become the adjoining states of Arizona and Nevada (Campbell 1999:42)…”




http://scahome.org/publications/proceedings/Proceedings.25Bryne.pdf






This following report provides documentation concerning Native
American ethnographic resources that could be impacted by the Rio Mesa Solar
Electric Generating Facility and Includes the Keruk andXam Kwatcan Trail and its
Earth Figures Landscape:


http://docketpublic.energy.ca.gov/PublicDocuments/Regulatory/11-AFC-4%20Rio%20Mesa%20Solar/2012/Nov/TN%2068660%2011-26-12%20Rio%20Mesa%20Draft%20Ethnographic%20Report.pdf












“Cairns:


 Cairns or rock piles in the desert often denote
that one is in close proximity to a trail. However, it should be noted that
historic cairns are also prevalent in the Colorado Desert due to mining, and
care should be taken to distinguish between those cairns which are historic and
which are prehistoric (Laylander and Schaeferin draft). Sometimes these cairns
contained cremations, others were used as shrines, and others were simply trail
markers; however, regardless of their purpose, they are “indications of the
eco‐cultural ethic which led Native Americans to pause for a moment and pay
respect before setting foot on the trail” (Bean et al. 1978: 7‐14).





Cairn on desert pavement, not analyzed by the California Energy Commission or Bureau of Land Management.


stolen from: http://www.basinandrangewatch.org/Blythe-Sep.html






And one more:


Ethnographic Trail Systems as Large-Scale Cultural Landscapes: Preservation and Management Issues. 






"It is well known that Native American ethnographic landscapes can encompass relatively large geographic expanses (Hardesty 2000; Parker and King 1992). Sacred mountains, such as Mt. Shasta in California, San Francisco Peak in Arizona, and Devils Tower in Wyoming, are examples. What is less widely appreciated is that Native American belief systems often not only refrain from delineating geographic boundaries with respect to specific revered landforms, such as mountains, but also insist on a critical interconnection among what might otherwise be considered separate landscapes..."
http://www.clemson.edu/cedp/cudp/pubs/alliance/04_cleland.pdf










Posted by




Tim MacSweeney




at
7:09 AM

































No comments:










Post a Comment






















        
      



Newer Post


Older Post

Home






Subscribe to:
Post Comments (Atom)








Contributors


	Slider
	Tim MacSweeney
	Tim MacSweeney








Blog Archive




	



        ► 
      



2024

(10)
	



        ► 
      



February

(4)



	



        ► 
      



January

(6)






	



        ► 
      



2023

(88)
	



        ► 
      



December

(6)



	



        ► 
      



November

(4)



	



        ► 
      



October

(8)



	



        ► 
      



September

(2)



	



        ► 
      



August

(2)



	



        ► 
      



July

(3)



	



        ► 
      



June

(7)



	



        ► 
      



May

(9)



	



        ► 
      



April

(8)



	



        ► 
      



March

(15)



	



        ► 
      



February

(15)



	



        ► 
      



January

(9)






	



        ► 
      



2022

(63)
	



        ► 
      



December

(5)



	



        ► 
      



November

(4)



	



        ► 
      



October

(5)



	



        ► 
      



September

(3)



	



        ► 
      



August

(2)



	



        ► 
      



July

(2)



	



        ► 
      



June

(4)



	



        ► 
      



May

(5)



	



        ► 
      



April

(7)



	



        ► 
      



March

(2)



	



        ► 
      



February

(10)



	



        ► 
      



January

(14)






	



        ► 
      



2021

(50)
	



        ► 
      



December

(6)



	



        ► 
      



November

(7)



	



        ► 
      



October

(10)



	



        ► 
      



September

(4)



	



        ► 
      



August

(1)



	



        ► 
      



July

(1)



	



        ► 
      



June

(3)



	



        ► 
      



May

(4)



	



        ► 
      



April

(5)



	



        ► 
      



March

(7)



	



        ► 
      



January

(2)






	



        ► 
      



2020

(45)
	



        ► 
      



December

(3)



	



        ► 
      



November

(6)



	



        ► 
      



October

(5)



	



        ► 
      



September

(4)



	



        ► 
      



August

(5)



	



        ► 
      



July

(2)



	



        ► 
      



June

(4)



	



        ► 
      



May

(2)



	



        ► 
      



April

(1)



	



        ► 
      



March

(6)



	



        ► 
      



February

(6)



	



        ► 
      



January

(1)






	



        ► 
      



2019

(48)
	



        ► 
      



December

(6)



	



        ► 
      



November

(5)



	



        ► 
      



October

(1)



	



        ► 
      



September

(4)



	



        ► 
      



August

(6)



	



        ► 
      



July

(2)



	



        ► 
      



June

(2)



	



        ► 
      



May

(6)



	



        ► 
      



April

(6)



	



        ► 
      



March

(5)



	



        ► 
      



February

(2)



	



        ► 
      



January

(3)






	



        ► 
      



2018

(95)
	



        ► 
      



December

(7)



	



        ► 
      



November

(5)



	



        ► 
      



October

(9)



	



        ► 
      



September

(5)



	



        ► 
      



August

(5)



	



        ► 
      



July

(4)



	



        ► 
      



June

(5)



	



        ► 
      



May

(9)



	



        ► 
      



April

(8)



	



        ► 
      



March

(16)



	



        ► 
      



February

(13)



	



        ► 
      



January

(9)






	



        ► 
      



2017

(102)
	



        ► 
      



December

(16)



	



        ► 
      



November

(6)



	



        ► 
      



October

(10)



	



        ► 
      



September

(10)



	



        ► 
      



August

(4)



	



        ► 
      



July

(4)



	



        ► 
      



June

(1)



	



        ► 
      



May

(6)



	



        ► 
      



April

(10)



	



        ► 
      



March

(18)



	



        ► 
      



February

(5)



	



        ► 
      



January

(12)






	



        ► 
      



2016

(170)
	



        ► 
      



December

(24)



	



        ► 
      



November

(12)



	



        ► 
      



October

(11)



	



        ► 
      



September

(14)



	



        ► 
      



August

(18)



	



        ► 
      



July

(15)



	



        ► 
      



June

(11)



	



        ► 
      



May

(16)



	



        ► 
      



April

(16)



	



        ► 
      



March

(13)



	



        ► 
      



February

(10)



	



        ► 
      



January

(10)






	



        ► 
      



2015

(158)
	



        ► 
      



December

(10)



	



        ► 
      



November

(13)



	



        ► 
      



October

(15)



	



        ► 
      



September

(23)



	



        ► 
      



August

(14)



	



        ► 
      



July

(19)



	



        ► 
      



June

(12)



	



        ► 
      



May

(5)



	



        ► 
      



April

(9)



	



        ► 
      



March

(12)



	



        ► 
      



February

(12)



	



        ► 
      



January

(14)






	



        ► 
      



2014

(131)
	



        ► 
      



December

(8)



	



        ► 
      



November

(15)



	



        ► 
      



October

(13)



	



        ► 
      



September

(7)



	



        ► 
      



August

(8)



	



        ► 
      



July

(5)



	



        ► 
      



June

(8)



	



        ► 
      



May

(19)



	



        ► 
      



April

(12)



	



        ► 
      



March

(10)



	



        ► 
      



February

(15)



	



        ► 
      



January

(11)






	



        ▼ 
      



2013

(125)
	



        ► 
      



December

(4)



	



        ► 
      



November

(7)



	



        ► 
      



October

(19)



	



        ▼ 
      



September

(8)
	Maya Influence
	Interpretive (Stuffed Turtle) Native American Ston...
	3 PDFs about Cultural Landscape
	And Then There's Slobot:
	Did You Have To Do That?
	Indian Council Caves
	A Limestone Cave in CT
	Historical Society, Westbrook CT





	



        ► 
      



August

(10)



	



        ► 
      



July

(7)



	



        ► 
      



June

(12)



	



        ► 
      



May

(11)



	



        ► 
      



April

(8)



	



        ► 
      



March

(28)



	



        ► 
      



February

(5)



	



        ► 
      



January

(6)






	



        ► 
      



2012

(107)
	



        ► 
      



December

(1)



	



        ► 
      



November

(11)



	



        ► 
      



October

(5)



	



        ► 
      



September

(8)



	



        ► 
      



August

(5)



	



        ► 
      



July

(3)



	



        ► 
      



June

(6)



	



        ► 
      



May

(7)



	



        ► 
      



April

(12)



	



        ► 
      



March

(5)



	



        ► 
      



February

(22)



	



        ► 
      



January

(22)






	



        ► 
      



2011

(134)
	



        ► 
      



December

(12)



	



        ► 
      



November

(9)



	



        ► 
      



October

(17)



	



        ► 
      



September

(28)



	



        ► 
      



August

(11)



	



        ► 
      



July

(2)



	



        ► 
      



June

(8)



	



        ► 
      



May

(10)



	



        ► 
      



April

(12)



	



        ► 
      



March

(8)



	



        ► 
      



February

(8)



	



        ► 
      



January

(9)






	



        ► 
      



2010

(81)
	



        ► 
      



December

(2)



	



        ► 
      



November

(5)



	



        ► 
      



October

(22)



	



        ► 
      



September

(25)



	



        ► 
      



August

(1)



	



        ► 
      



June

(1)



	



        ► 
      



May

(3)



	



        ► 
      



April

(4)



	



        ► 
      



March

(10)



	



        ► 
      



February

(7)



	



        ► 
      



January

(1)






	



        ► 
      



2009

(117)
	



        ► 
      



December

(8)



	



        ► 
      



November

(18)



	



        ► 
      



October

(15)



	



        ► 
      



September

(11)



	



        ► 
      



August

(6)



	



        ► 
      



July

(8)



	



        ► 
      



June

(6)



	



        ► 
      



May

(15)



	



        ► 
      



April

(13)



	



        ► 
      



March

(3)



	



        ► 
      



February

(5)



	



        ► 
      



January

(9)






	



        ► 
      



2008

(76)
	



        ► 
      



December

(1)



	



        ► 
      



November

(2)



	



        ► 
      



October

(3)



	



        ► 
      



September

(4)



	



        ► 
      



August

(7)



	



        ► 
      



July

(2)



	



        ► 
      



June

(2)



	



        ► 
      



May

(5)



	



        ► 
      



April

(13)



	



        ► 
      



March

(14)



	



        ► 
      



February

(12)



	



        ► 
      



January

(11)






	



        ► 
      



2007

(89)
	



        ► 
      



October

(1)



	



        ► 
      



September

(12)



	



        ► 
      



August

(11)



	



        ► 
      



July

(5)



	



        ► 
      



June

(12)



	



        ► 
      



May

(11)



	



        ► 
      



April

(8)



	



        ► 
      



March

(11)



	



        ► 
      



February

(6)



	



        ► 
      



January

(12)






	



        ► 
      



2006

(48)
	



        ► 
      



December

(2)



	



        ► 
      



November

(5)



	



        ► 
      



October

(8)



	



        ► 
      



September

(5)



	



        ► 
      



August

(8)



	



        ► 
      



July

(11)



	



        ► 
      



June

(9)
















Links


	My Flickr "Stone Features" Albums
	Rock Piles
	DOUG HARRIS: Indigenous Ceremonial Stone Landscapes
	Sokoki Sojourn
	The Nolumbeka Project
	CT LiDar Viewers
	Celebrating Ceremonial Stones Landscapes
	Stories and Stones
	Larry Harrop
	Secret Landscapes
	Pre-historic stone works in the Town of Catskill
	Hopkinton (RI) Historical Association
	Stone Ceremonial Landscapes
	The Stone Structures of Northeastern United States website 
	A New England Woodland
	Carl Bjork's Rock-Art Site
	Ron Smith Photos
	Traces in the Woods
	Tispaquin's Revenge
	Institute for American Indian Studies
	Primative Technologies
	Schaghticoke Tribal Nation
	The Corner Report
	Massachuset
	Indigenous Politics: From New England and Beyond
	Nonnewaug Falls
	The Deer With Horns Site












 





Pages


	
Home

	
a page

















